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CIA Headquarters Building
Washington, DC 20505

Dear

25X1A -

(S) NSDM 242 and the nuclear weapons employment guidance of the Secretary
of Defense direct that US general nuclear war planning be aimed at
denying early enemy recovery to major power and influence. As part of

the implementation of this directive, the Joint Strategic Target Planning
Staff (JSTPS) has initiated a research program into Soviet recavery

after general nuclear war and the implications foxr SIOP targeting.

(S) Studies such as the Post Nuclear Attack Study (PONAST) have suggested
that modern nations can function after am all-out nuclear attack and can
recover their former economic and military power in a surprisingly short

time (on the order of a decade).

Preliminary JSTPS studies have shown

. "important gaps in our data base as the SIOP general nuclear war objectives
have shifted from destruction of war-supporting industry to denial of
early recovery. These studies indicate the need for better understanding
of how various categories of political, economic, and military targets
coatribute to Soviet post-attack recovery.
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(S) Past efforts to analyze recovery from a nuclear war have shown that
the results are strongly affected by assumptions about such matters as
the form of Soviet economic organization (centralized or decentralized)
and the Soviet priorities for allocating economic resources. The attached
paper, prepared as part of the JSTPS research program, addresses this
problem by developing three alternate sets of assumptions ahout Soviet
_post-attack political, economic, and military policy, to be used in

- recovery analyses. By using alternate sets of assumptions, rather than
a single-scenario, the analysis of Soviet recovery will more completely
assess the ability of SIOP targeting to deny early Soviet recovery as a

major power.
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(U) I am sending you this re
solicit your comments or sugg
received by June 25.

discussions, my point
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If you h

port for your information and review and
estions. These would be most useful if
ave questions or desire detailed staff
of contact is CDR J. J. Martin, (X57938).
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